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Meet Director’s Welcome


Laurie Searle, KG4FDM, Georgia Orienteering Club








Welcome to the 2002 U.S. ARDF/Radio Orienteering Championships, hosted by the Georgia Orienteering Club (GAOC).  If this is your first trip to Georgia, we hope you enjoy beautiful F.D. Roosevelt State Park and the surrounding Pine Mountain area.  It offers some of the best orienteering terrain in Georgia and is sure to challenge even the seasoned orienteer.  If you’ve participated in GAOC events before, then welcome back. This championship is sure to provide some new challenges. 





Looking over the roster of competitors, I’m excited to see the mix of abilities.  I recognize some folks as competitive foot orienteers, some folks as serious HAMs, and some folks as highly skilled in both areas.  It will be interesting to see how the competitors use their particular skills to their advantage. 





We have a host of volunteers from GAOC and the South Fulton Amateur Radio Emergency Services club on hand to help ensure you have a great event.  If you have any questions or need some help during your stay, don’t hesitate to ask.   Sam Smith (my husband) and I will be staying in cabin 12 at the park so we’ll be available after hours, too.





Finally, please take some time to review the information in this event packet.  Our goal is for you to have a safe and enjoyable event.   





Best of luck in the competition,








Laurie Searle, KG4FDM


Event Director


2002 U.S. Radio Orienteering Championships
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Welcome  


Joe Moell, ARRL ARDF Coordinator








It is my great pleasure to greet you all.  I know that the Georgia Orienteering Club members are working diligently to make these championships a time of education, fellowship and fun.





ARDF is a sport that has been enjoyed by hams in about 30 countries for over 20 years, but it is a new activity to most Amateur Radio operators in the USA.  In some respects, you are pioneers.  Our first formal ARDF events began only a few years ago, and this is only the second year that national medals are being awarded.  Some of you will travel to Slovakia later this year as USA competes in the ARDF World Championships for the third time. Stateside ARDF is indeed making great strides, thanks to participants and organizers such as you.





Many thanks for being part of this important event. By your presence and support, you are showing Amateur Radio's leaders that ARDF is a growing and important part of our hobby.  I hope you will continue to foster interest in radio-orienteering in your hometown.





Much success and 73,


Joe Moell K0OV


ARRL ARDF Coordinator
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Welcome to Georgia! (Y’all)


Susan Swiderski, AF4FO, ARRL Georgia Section Manager








Remember the story about the blind men and the elephant? Depending on what part of the elephant they happened to be groping, they each had a very different description of the beast.  That’s a lot like the state of Georgia.  Depending on what part of our fine state you happen to visit you could have a grossly different account of your travels than someone who’d visited somewhere else in the state.





We have rolling hills and spacious farmland, where time seems to move just a little bit more slowly, and the pressures of modern-day living seem to be far removed.  There’s the primitive beauty and ageless mystery of the Okefenokee Swamp, and also the hustle and bustle of busy cities like Atlanta.  From the seashore to the mountains, and all places in-between, this is a state made up of families who’ve lived here for many generations and emanate that certain Southern hospitality and genteel charm…and of transplants, like me, who’ve moved here from other parts of the country and made Georgia “home sweet home”…and of thousands of immigrants from all over the world, who’ve come here to make new and better lives for themselves.  Georgia is a true patchwork of places and people.





Whether this is your first visit, or you’ve been here so many times that you’ve lost county, I welcome you, and hope that you have a truly wonder time here at the Orienteering Championships in Pine Mountain, Georgia.  May you make many new friends and form many wonderful memories.  And, since you are all so good at “finding your way”… I hope you manage to find your way back to us again sometime soon.  





Enjoy your visit, and good luck in the competition. 





Susan Swiderski, AF4FO


ARRL Georgia Section Manager 
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EVENT NOTES


The Event


Event name:  	2002 U.S. Radio Orienteering Championships


Event site:  	F. D. Roosevelt State Park, Pine Mountain, GA


Date(s):  	April 20-21, 2002 





This event includes two days of ARDF/radio orienteering, with the 2-meter competition on Saturday and the 80-meter competition on Sunday. The official rules have been posted to the GAOC website in advance of the competition dates and will also be available at meet headquarters. Participants must provide their own compass, ARDF equipment, clothing and gear. Organizers shall provide competition maps.  


Model Event (Optional) April 19


This optional practice event gives competitors a chance to practice the start and finish procedures, as well as try out their equipment. A short course will be set on a special map outside of the official competition area. All other areas of the park are off-limits. Those wishing to participate should meet at Group Shelter 1 below the dam at the campground.  


VHF practice 9 am – noon (transmitters will turn off at noon)


HF practice   1 pm – 4 pm (transmitters will turn off at 4 pm)


GAOC Orienteering Meet (Optional) April 20


This event is a regularly scheduled, GAOC orienteering meet. Competitors and guests are welcome to participate. Beginner instruction is at 10 am with starts from 11 am-1 pm. Registration is at the Stone Shelter by the Liberty Bell Pool; cost: $5 members, $7 non-members. 


U.S. Radio Champs Event Crew


Event Director:	Laurie Searle, KG4FDM


Course Setter:	Sam Smith, N4MAP


Field Crew:	Steve Shannonhouse, Sam Smith


Registrar/Results	Robin Shannonhouse


Start		Bill Farrell, Martha Carr, Sam F. Smith


Finish		Kevin Haywood, N4MGB


Equipment Impounding	Ron Smith, N4XQN


Friday Picnic	Neher Family


	


The Map


Map: 	5 color orienteering map


Map scale:	1:15,000


Interval: 	5m contours   


Terrain:  	Ridge/Reentrant


The Park


The 10,000-acre FDR State Park is Georgia’s largest state park and boasts one of the best hiking trails in the Southeast. Franklin Roosevelt’s Civilian Conservation Corp program built many of the park’s facilities, including the pool, the lakes, cabins, group camps and hiking trails. 


Parking


A daily parking pass is required for each car and may be purchased at the self-serve boxes in the parking lots or the ranger station for $2/day. If you purchased the package option, 2 passes will be provided in your packet.  On Sat & Sun, park at the Liberty Bell Pool parking lot.


Event Headquarters


Friday Meet Headquarters/Packet Pick-up is in Group Shelter #1 in the campgrounds. There are flush toilets and shower facilities near by. 





Saturday & Sunday Meet Headquarters/Packet Pick-up is in the Stone Shelter located near the Liberty Bell Pool. It has flush toilets, but no shower facilities. Both days, you’ll park in the Liberty Bell Pool parking lot, turn your equipment in by 8 am, then walk to the start – allow yourself 30 minutes just to be on the safe side.  The finish will be within walking distance to the Stone Shelter and the results and awards ceremony will also be at the Stone Shelter.


Medical Facilities


Emergency service is available by dialing 911. There is also a hospital nearby in Warm Springs – see the location map for directions.


GA Baptist Meriwether Hospital 


5995 Spring Street


Warm Springs, GA


Main number 706-655-3331


Emergency Room 706-655-9334


Friday Night Picnic


If your ARDF equipment gives out, just point your nose in the direction of the wonderful aroma coming from cast iron slow cookers. That should head you in the right direction for the Neher Family Picnic, back at Group Shelter 1. The Neher’s have been feeding orienteers for years, so you’re in for a treat! We even moved the time up to 5:30 because we knew you wouldn’t be able to wait. 


Saturday Night Dinner


Bring your course maps and toys – it’s ok to play during dinner!  Our friends from Christ the King Church will serve their wonderful spaghetti dinner from 6-7 p.m. at the Senior Center in Hamilton, GA, just minutes from the park. The center will be available from 4:30-9:30 so come early and stay late – we love to socialize. See Pine Mountain Area Map for directions. 


Area Attractions


There are some neat things to do in Pine Mountain and Warm Springs, so if your schedule permits, check out some of these places:


Callaway Gardens


Opened to the public in 1952, Callaway Gardens’ 14,000 acres offers visitors beautiful walking trails where they can view the world’s largest collection of hollies, many varieties of wildflowers and more than 700 varieties of azaleas. Other attractions include the John A. Sibley Horticultural Center, the Cecil B. Day Butterfly Center, the Ida Cason Callaway Memorial Chapel, three 18-hole golf courses, and deluxe accommodations. Callaway Gardens is open daily year-round and is located just off I-185 on U.S. Hwy. 27. 1- (800) CALLAWAY.


Callaway Gardens Country Store


Since you’ll pass the Country Store on your way to the Saturday night picnic, why not leave a little early and browse one of the area’s most popular retail shops? Or if you’re looking for a close spot for a nice lunch, this is the place to go. It’s located at the intersection of Hwy 190 and Hwy 27.


Warm Springs 


The town of Warm Springs, located on U.S. Alt. 27 and GA Hwy. 85, offers two main attractions—FDR’s Little White House and Warm Springs Village. Franklin Roosevelt’s Little White House is the only home President Roosevelt ever owned. The six-room Little White House, casual in style and furnishing, reflects FDR’s desire to rest and be comfortable during his visits to Warm Springs. Other features on the Little White House grounds include the Memorial Fountain, the Walk of the States, and the Little White House Museum. After your visit to the Little White House, stop in Warm Springs Village for lunch at the Victorian Tea Room or the Bulloch House Restaurant. And when you’re done with lunch, pick up some Southern souvenirs for the folks back home. Warm Springs Village has more than 60 specialty stores, which offer shoppers everything from furniture and accessories to fine collectibles, crafts and antiques. 


Recommended Places to Eat


Three Lil' Pigs Barbecue 


706-663-8423      Highway 27 (located near downtown Pine Mountain)


If you want Southern barbecue, this is the place to go.


McGuire’s Family Restaurant 


706-663-2640      Highway 27  6a.m. – 9 p.m.


Southern-style food. Lunch buffet, children's menu, and carryout welcome.


Huddle House


706-663-9001        Main Street


Good breakfast, great coffee, a GAOC favorite.


COMPETITION NOTES


Event Schedule





When�
What �
Where�
�
Friday, April 19


	8 am – 4 pm 


	9 am – noon


	1 pm – 4 pm 


	5:30 pm – 6:30 pm�



Packet Pick-up 


Model Event VHF practice


Model Event HF practice


Neher Family Picnic�



Group Shelter 1 in campground


Group Shelter 1 in campground


Group Shelter 1 in campground


Group Shelter 1 in campground�
�
Saturday, April 20


	7:30 am – 8:30 am 


	8:00 am


	9 am 


	10 am – 1 pm


	4:30 pm – 9:30 pm


	6 pm – 7 pm�



Packet Pick-up 


Turn in your ARDF equipment 


First start 2 meter event


Optional GAOC orienteering meet


Optional socializing 


Spaghetti Dinner�



Stone Shelter by Liberty Bell Pool 


Picnic shelter by Liberty Bell Pool


Follow signs from Liberty Bell Pool


Stone Shelter by Liberty Bell Pool


Senior Center in Hamilton, GA


Senior Center in Hamilton, GA�
�
Sunday, April 21


	8 am


	9 am


	3 pm�



Turn in your ARDF equipment  


First start for 80 meter event


Awards Ceremony�



Picnic Shelter by Liberty Bell Pool


Follow signs from Liberty Bell Pool


Stone Shelter by Liberty Bell Pool�
�
	


Courses, Length and Climb


Check out the length and climb for your course – you might want to bring some extra water or a snack. Length and climb are estimated based on the straight-line routes.





Women (F)�
Skips this control�
Day 1 length climb�
Day 2 length climb�
�
F19�
MOH�
5.3km	175 meters�
5.0km	130 meters�
�
F21�
Finds all controls�
6.2km	 275 meters �
5.7km	165 meters�
�
F35�
MO5�
5.1km	180 meters�
5.0km	130 meters�
�
F50�
MOH and MO5�
3.0km	105 meters�
3.0km	100 meters�
�
Men (M)�
Skips this control�
Day 1 length/climb�
Day 2 length/climb�
�
M19�
MOH�
5.3km	175 meters�
5.0km	130 meters�
�
M21�
Finds all controls�
6.2km	 275 meters �
5.7km	165 meters�
�
M40�
MO5�
5.1km	180 meters�
5.0km	130 meters�
�
M50�
MOH �
5.3km	175 meters�
5.0km	130 meters�
�
M60�
MOH and MO5�
3.0km	105 meters�
3.0km	100 meters�
�
Preparing for Your Competition


Getting to the Start on time 


Please allow ample time to get to the Start. Saturday requires 27 minutes and Sunday requires 24 minutes to get to the Start, at a brisk pace. 


Don’t’ forget your bib numbers & punch cards & safety cards


During your competition, you must wear your bib number on top of your clothing on your chest, readable by meet officials. Take each day's punch card to the Start line and your safety card. 


Keep safety in mind (Safety Card)


You are encouraged to carry a liquid-filled compass and an emergency whistle. Whistles should be blown only in the event of serious injury (3 short blasts). You will also be asked to fill out two identification cards included in your packet, and turn them in at the start each day. This will help our search and rescue team, should you need assistance.


When you’ll get your map


Your competition map will be given to you during the start sequence. You’ll be given several minutes to arrange your map and equipment before your start time. 


Competition Procedures


You will receive 2 punch cards, one for the VHF competition on Saturday and one for the HF competition on Sunday. Your age group, start time, and number of controls will be marked on your card. Don't forget to bring the correct card each day.





The transmitter locations are marked with standard orienteering control flags. There will be an example at the Meet HQ each day (and at the model event). Each flag has a code on top, which is the same as the CW identifier - MOE, MOI, MOS, MOH, MO5. This serves as a check that you have found the correct transmitter. Don't touch the transmitters. You may not even see them. Don't talk to any referees you may see in the field, unless you need help.





Each control flag has a punch hanging below it. Use the punch to mark your control card in the appropriate box. Punches will be checked at the finish, so please punch cleanly and in the correct box. If you make a mistake, punch the correct flag in an extra box on your punch card, and be prepared to explain your actions at the finish.





You only need to visit the controls assigned to your age group. There is no penalty for punching extra controls, except it will slow you down, and there is no extra credit!





There is a 3-hour time limit. Do not go over the time limit or you will receive the dreaded OVT on your results and your time will not count. If you cannot locate all of the controls for your age group in the 3 hour time period you may still win, so be sure to get back before your time runs out, no matter how many transmitters you find.


Equipment Impound Procedures





Equipment will be impounded for the VHF and HF competitions. You must turn your equipment in by 8 am on Saturday and Sunday. Use the id tags provided in your meet packet to tag your eq. 





As soon as you arrive at the Liberty Bell Pool parking lot, proceed to the impound area (marked on the site map) and surrender your ARDF equipment for that day. You do not need to impound batteries, headphones, map boards, compass, etc. We are only interested in your ARDF receiver(s).





NO monitoring in the parking lot! Monitoring when you are not "on the clock" will be grounds for disqualification.





The equipment will be tagged with your bib-number and start time. It will be transported to the start and returned to you during your start sequence.





Use of Transceivers:


Transceivers will be permitted, however they must be configured so that they cannot transmit. If you are using a transceiver, you will be required to demonstrate that your equipment cannot transmit when it is impounded. Transmitting during the event, even if it is unintentional, will be cause for disqualification.





Radio Quiet Times:


No transmitting on any band from dawn until the last finish on Saturday and Sunday.


Start Procedure


Start Times


Start times will be assigned randomly by the registrar, and will be printed on your punch card. There will be a walk to the start both days. Please allow ample time to pick up your meet packet (if you haven’t done so already), impound your equipment, and walk to the start. Please don’t be late for your assigned start time!





Day 1 walk to start:


1.3 kilometers - 26 minutes





Day 2 walk to start:


1.2 kilometers - 24 minutes





The start is organized so that no competitor will have an advantage by observing a route taken by another competitor from the start. The start interval is 5 minutes. You may be starting at the same time as competitors in other age groups, but not at the same time as a competitor in your own age group. Each start line will be manned, and you will receive instructions at each line. The end of the start chute is marked on the map with a triangle.


Three Stage Start 


You need to arrive at the start at least 7 minutes before your official start time, as it will take you 7 minutes to go through the Three Stage Start.





Stage 1 - You will be called to the First Stage 7 minutes before you start, so we can check your name and bib number.





Stage 2 – You will move to the Second Stage 5 minutes before your start, where you’ll receive your equipment and map. Map bags, tape and staples will be provided, if needed. 





Stage 3 – You will move to the Third Stage (final stage) 2 minutes before your start. You’ll wait here for the next whistle. When the whistle blows, you are on the clock. Turn your equipment on and proceed to the end of the chute before stopping. The start triangle will be marked at the end of the chute.   





Finish procedure


The finish line will be marked on the map with a double circle. The finish beacon will not be at the finish line, but at the beginning of a streamered chute that ends at the finish line. The chute will be marked on the map with a dashed purple line.





Competitors must run down the finish chute to cross the finish line. If you approach the finish from another direction you will be directed to the chute.





There will not be a control marker at the finish beacon, and there is no punch. You do not have to visit (or use) the finish beacon, just run down the chute.


�
Site Maps





�
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Pine Mountain Area Map  
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DIRECTIONS





Event Headquarters & Packet Pickup 


Friday: From the intersection of U.S. 27 and GA 354, turn left on GA 354 and go approximately 1 mile. Turn right into the campgrounds, go down to the lake, and we’ll be below the dam.


Saturday:  From the intersection of U.S. 27 and GA 354, turn left on GA 354 and go approximately 2 miles. Turn left into the Liberty Bell Pool parking lot.





Saturday Night Dinner at the Senior Center in Hamilton:


From the Liberty Bell Pool parking lot: Turn left on GA 354 and go 0.5 miles. Turn right on 190 West and go 3.3 miles. Turn left on U.S. 27 South (* by the Callaway Country Store) and go 4 miles to Hamilton. Turn left at the first traffic light onto 116 East. Go 7/10 of a mile and just past the Harris County Prison (on the right) turn left into the Har-Tal Mr. Service Center parking lot. The Senior Center is the building on the right.





GA Baptist Meriwether Hospital in Warm Springs


Follow the map to the star in Warm Springs. At the one and only traffic light in town, turn left  -- the hospital is on the left.
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