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2002 Radio Orienteering Championships

Event Rules

PREFACE

Because no official rules exist for IARU Region 2, the 2002 United States Radio Orienteering Championships in Georgia will use the following rules.

 A.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.
Application of the Rules

1.1
The competition described as the 2002 U.S. Radio-O Championships shall be organized in accordance with these rules.

1.2
These rules are designed to support the development and growth of the sport of Radio Orienteering/ARDF.  When equipment and resources are not always available to meet the exact letter of the rules, event organizers may modify the details to suite the circumstances, while maintaining the spirit of the rules. Significant rule modifications shall be communicated to participants before the event.

2.
Definition and basic characteristics of Radio Orienteering /ARDF

2.1
Radio Orienteering is a sport in which competitors, independently aided by a map and compass, use RDF (radio direction finding) equipment to locate radio transmitters marked in the terrain by control flags. The objective is to find the most transmitters in the competitive class, in any order, in the shortest possible time.

2.2
The 2002 Radio Orienteering Championships shall be held in forested terrain, which, ideally, is unfamiliar to the competitors. 

2.3
It shall be possible to solve the orienteering problems with the map, compass, and RDF equipment.

3.
Classes


3.1
Competitors are divided into the following classes by sex (M for male, and F for female) and age as of December 31, 2002. 

	Women (F)
	Men (M)
	Age

	F19
	M19
	19 and younger

	F21
	M21
	Regardless of age

	F35
	--
	35 and older

	--
	M40
	40 and older

	F50
	M50
	50 and older

	--
	M60
	60 and older


3.2
No competitor shall be entered in more than one class at a time.

3.3
At the discretion of the hosting organization, divisions may be combined whenever the total number of persons in two adjacent age divisions is less than those in other divisions. If so, it will be announced in advance, if possible.

4.
Eligibility

4.1
Any person desiring to compete is eligible except as set forth below or in special cases designated by the Meet Director.

4.1.1
Persons with prior knowledge of the competition area that they or the meet organizers believe will give them unfair advantage are not eligible to complete for awards, titles, or national rankings. 

4.1.2
Persons not eligible for awards or titles may participate.

4.2
An Amateur Radio license is not required in order to compete.

4.3 
Eligibility for U.S. Championship in any class shall be limited to competitors who meet one of the following criteria. Requests for rulings based on the following criteria may be submitted to the Meet Director 30 days prior to the championship.

a.
Are U.S. citizens and citizens of no other country.

b.
Are in a permanent residence status commonly refereed to as “green card carriers.”

c.
Hold dual (U.S.) citizenship and reside primarily in the United States.

d.
Hold dual (U.S.) citizenship, reside primarily outside the United States, and have not yet and agreed not to compete for a championship title in another country during the current calendar year.

5.
Event Expenses

5.1
The participation fee for the event shall be set by the host society.

5.2
All participants shall be responsible for their own travel expenses, accommodations, meals, and entry fees.

5.3
Administrative and technical expenses connected with the event shall be borne by the host society.

5.4
Event fees shall be paid to the registrar in U.S. funds.

6.
Event Information 

6.1
All information shall be supplied in writing in at least English.

6.2
In extenuating circumstances information may be supplied orally.

6.3
Event information shall be given to the competitor in a timely manner, ideally upon arrival and check in at the event.

7.
Awards

7.1. 
Competition for U.S. Championship awards is open to all competitors from the hosting nation. 

7.2
Competitors from all other countries are invited to participate and compete for Visitors' awards.

7.3
Cash prizes are prohibited.

8.
Jury

8.1
Protest against infringement of the Rules by organizers or a competitor or accompanying parties, shall be made in writing to the Meet Director (or another meet official if the Meet Director is not available) within one hour of the closure of the finish.

8.2
The Meet Director shall appoint a Jury of at least three people from widely separated clubs or foreign delegations as appropriate. The organizers may attend and participate at Jury meetings, but shall have no vote.

8.3
The duties of the Jury shall be to deal with infringements of the Rules and any other questions arising out of the competition.

8.4
When in response to a protest the Jury determines that any of the following conditions have existed for a substantial group of competitors in a class, then the class shall be voided.

a. 
A control flag is missing.

b. 
A transmitter is missing, not transmitting, or malfunctioning.

c.
The start or finish is not within the marked circle or triangle.

8.5
When in response to a protest the Jury determines that unfair conditions affected a substantial number of competitors and probably had an impact on the results then the class shall be voided.

8.6
When in response to a protest the Jury determines that a competitor has violated these rules it may disqualify the competitor.

8.7
Decisions of the jury are final and cannot be challenged.

B. 
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS

1.
Competitive Area

1.1
The safety of the participants shall be a prime consideration in choosing a site for an event.

1.2
The area shall be complex and varied enough to suit the requirements of the event and shall offer adequate possibilities for setting technically difficult courses.

2.
Maps

1.1
Maps shall be drawn to IOF (International Orienteering Federation) specifications.   

1.2
When the map for the event has not been used in competition it shall not be displayed, sold, or distributed prior to the event. (This does not prohibit display of sections of the map where the competition will not be held.)

1.3
When the competition map has been previously used in a competition or otherwise distributed to potential competitors it shall be posted in the competition center and shall be sold at a reasonable and customary price prior to and at the event.

1.4
When the competition map has not previously been used or distributed and an earlier map of the terrain exists the earlier map shall be posted in the competition center and if possible sold at a reasonable and customary price prior to and at the event.

3.
Competition Courses

1.1
Each course will have at least 5 transmitters. Minimum distance between transmitters is 400m, and the transmitter closest to the starting point should be at least 750m away. Total course length from start to finish, via all transmitters, should be between 4 and 7 km.

1.2
Each transmitter will be marked with a standard orienteering flag within 2 meters. A sample flag must be displayed at the starting point. The transmitter code and number shall be marked on the control flag.

1.3
Transmitters must be operated within the regulations of the country where the event is taking place. Frequencies shall be chosen in accordance with the local band plan.

1.4
Transmitters for the event shall meet the following specifications: 

	80 Meter Band
	2 Meter Band

	Carrier frequencies: 

Hidden transmitters:
3579.5 KHz.  

Homing Beacon: 3546.8 KHz
Power Level: 

Output power shall be between 1 - 5 Watts.  

Modulation:  

CW (A1A) will be used.  

Antenna:  Vertical wire with radials 

	Carrier frequencies:  

Hidden transmitters:
146.565 MHz  

Homing Beacon: VHF 145.01 MHz
Power level: 

Output power shall be between 0.25 - 3 Watts.  

Modulation:  MCW F2A. Peak frequency deviation shall be between +/- 2 to 3.5

Antenna:  Omnidirectional horizontal (turnstyle) 


1.5
Antenna patterns will be omnidirectional in the horizontal plane. Vertical polarization will be used on 80 meters. Horizontal polarization will be used on 2 meters.

1.6
The standard MOE/MOI/MOS/MOH/MO5 sequence will be used. A finish line beacon sending MO on a different frequency will be used for both the 80-meter and 2 meter hunts.

1.7
Competitors will search for a number of transmitters as defined by their Class:

	Women (F)
	Searches for:

	F19
	4 Transmitters

	F21
	5 Transmitters

	F35
	4 Transmitters

	F50
	3 Transmitters

	Men (M)
	Searches for: 

	M19
	4 Transmitters

	M21
	5 Transmitters

	M40
	4 Transmitters

	M50
	4 Transmitters

	M60
	3 Transmitters


1.6 The competitor’s control card will have the transmitters not scored marked out with a large X. 

4.
Rules for Competitors

1.1
Each competitor shall provide her or his own equipment.

1.2
Competitors in any category limited by age shall have an official document giving their date of birth.

1.3
Competitors will be given a map, punch card, and identifying number. The punch card must be marked at each transmitter found, and returned at the finish line. Transmitters may be found in any sequence.

1.4
The host society will establish procedures for starting order; start corridors, waiting areas, control of equipment, etc., as appropriate. The rules from other IARU regions serve as a model. The rules must be easy to understand and follow for all participants.

1.5
Timeout: The maximum time allowed on the course shall be announced before the start of the course, and will be at least 2 hours. Any competitor exceeding this time shall be disqualified. The host organization may also, at their discretion, modify the timeout period the day of the event to take into account for any unexpected situations such as weather. The timeout period may not be modified once the event has started.

5.
Fairness

1.1
All persons who take part at an orienteering event (competitors, organizers, team managers and so on) shall demonstrate a high degree of fairness, a sporting attitude, a spirit of comradeship and honesty.

1.2
It is forbidden to obtain outside help or collaborate in running or navigation.

1.3
A competitor shall not seek to obtain unfair advantage over fellow competitors, nor intentionally run with or behind other competitors during the event in order to profit from their skill.

1.4
Prior investigation of the competition area is forbidden.

1.5
Leaders of the event are obliged to bar entrants from competing (but not from participating in the event) when they are so well acquainted with the terrain that they would derive substantial advantage over others. In doubtful cases, the Jury decides the matter.

1.6 
A competitor wishing to retain eligibility shall not seek to obtain an unfair advantage by communicating with other competitors, team officials, event officials, journalists, spectators or others before or during the competition.

1.7
The competitor is obliged to show respect for other competitors, leaders, land owners or administrators, officials, journalists, spectators, and others as well as residents of the competition terrain and areas.

1.8
The use of drugs to obtain an advantage is forbidden. This does not prohibit the use of medically necessary drugs prescribed by a physician.

1.9
Competitors may be disqualified, when there is a preponderance of evidence that shows that they have broken these rules. 

6. 
Conduct during the event

1.1
The competitors take part at their own risk while traveling to the event, in the training event, and in the event itself. All competitors will be required to sign a waiver form.

1.2
Competitors shall move in the terrain as silently as possible and neither by shouting nor by sign give help or do harm to other competitors, nor intentionally draw their attention.

1.3
It is the duty of each competitor to help anyone who is injured.

1.4
Care will be taken when running along or crossing traffic routes.

1.5
Once competitors cross the finish line their competition is over, and they shall not return to the competition area without permission from the organizer.

1.6
Competitors who do not finish (DNF) must report to the finish and return their control card and map. They shall in no way attempt to influence the competition or other competitors.

7. 
Secrecy

1.1
All those who are involved with the organizing of the event shall maintain the strictest secrecy regarding aspects of the venue, terrain and courses not officially publicized.

1.2
Team officials and spectators shall not influence the competition, and shall remain in the areas, which are assigned to them.

1.3
The organizers shall put up notices and rope off areas or otherwise inform people to ensure that unauthorized people stay out of areas where they would interfere with the competition.

1.5
The area will be closed to orienteering competitions and training for 4 months prior to the event, or longer at the discretion of the event director. Any event that takes place on a new map shall be closed to orienteering training and competition for 12 months prior to the event.  Individuals or groups training or orienteering in the closed venue will not be eligible for competition, awards, or rankings, but they may nevertheless participate in the event.
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